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Minutes of the Environment Committee held at The Rackliff Centre  Monday 28 April 2025 at 7.30pm
PARTICIPANTS
Committee Members Present:
Cllrs Alex Britcher-Allan; Paul Gripper; Chris Ducklin; Mark O’Callaghan
No Officer Present: 
Others Present:  4  members of the public 

RECORDING OF THE MEETING
No one was recording the meeting
APOLOGIES
None were received

1. DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
There were none.
DECLARATIONS OF LOBBYING
There were none.
OPEN SESSION FOR THE PUBLIC
Mark Coghlan informed the meeting that he was were undergoing  training for keeping bees. He hopes to start keeping bees on Southwood Road Allotments – it was reported there are 4 empty hives onsite already.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
6.i   Minutes from January Meeting will need to be signed at the next meeting.
6.ii MATTERS OUTSTANDING FROM LAST MINUTES:

COMMITTEE MEMBERS    Liz Ellicott and Suzanne French were both accepted onto the committee as non-voting members.  It was noted there are 2 councillor vacancies now Angela and David Funnell had both resigned.

       8.   CO-WHEELS   It was RESOLVED to take a proposal to Full Council in July, to ask for  £5600 funding to join Co-wheels scheme.  
1. BEE KEEPING It was RESOLVED that the Environment Committee would support Bee keeping, as an environmental benefit to the village. The existing Policy was reviewed and it was RESOLVED that no amendments were required.
1.    INITATIVES AND INCENTIVES It was RESOLVED to ask Full Council for £360 to buy ‘prizes’ which could be used to incentivise volunteers.  Suzanne French to approach Tunbridge Wells Men’s Shed for possible prize suggestions.
1.    COMMUNITY SKIP  It was RESOLVED to ask Full Council for  £360  to pay for a community skip to be placed in Grange Road area.   Cllr Gripper to confirm the cost of a skip. 
1.     CLIMATE EMERGENCY REPORT  The committee agreed that the council is fulling its obligations.  It was PROPOSED  that the committee reinvestigate the installation of EV charging points in the village.
1.     BUDGET PROPOSAL  It was RESOLVED that a budget of £7000
1.     ITEMS FOR INFORMATION  Cllr Gripper informed the committee that there would be litter picks on the last Saturday of each month. These would be a joint venture with The Bonfire & Fete Committee.


Next meeting will be on 15th September 2025

The meeting closed at 21.32 pm

Minutes taken by Liz Ellicott




……………………………………………….. Chairman
                                                   Cllr Alex  Britcher Allan

Dated ……………………………………………………..
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